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British reply to Austrian Note.   London, December 12, 1887?
H. My>s Government have considered the points commended to their acceptance by the identic note of the Austro-Hungarian and Italian Governments.
The three Powers have already communicated to each other their conviction that it is their common interest to uphold the existing state of things upon the shores of the Mediterranean and the adjoining seas. The four first points recited in the note are in strict conformity with this understanding, as well as with the policy which has always been pursued by the Government of Great Britain.
The fifth, sixth, and seventh points refer to certain special dangers by which the state of things established by treaties and the interests of the three Powers in the East may be menaced, and to the course which should be pursued if those dangers should arise. The illegal enterprises anticipated by the fifth article would affect especially the preservation of the Straits from the domination of any other Power but Turkey and the independent liberties of the Christian communities on the northern border of the Turkish Empire established by the Treaty of Berlin. H. My's Government recognise that the protection of the Straits and the liberties of these communities are objects of supreme importance and are to Europe among the most valuable results of the treaty; and they cordially concur with the Austro-Hungarian and Italian Governments in taking special precautions to secure them.
The eighth point provides against a contingency which, without technical illegality, may frustrate the object of the treaties altogether. It is necessary, however, to avoid a premature publicity which might precipitate the lapse of Turkey into that state of vassalage from which it is the aim of the three Powers to protect her. In view of these considerations, the undersigned, H. My's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, is charged by H. My>s Government to communicate to the Austro-Hungarian Govern-
2 Original: St. A., Polit. Arch., Sammlung der geheimen Vertragsurkunden, n. 21, Geheimakten, VIII b, n. 143.